
F O R  S O U T H  D A K O T A  P U B L I C  A N D  S C H O O L  L I B R A R I E S  

Using the  
Counting Opinions 

Reports Tool 

This tool is for SD librarians and school administrators who have account 
access on the Counting Opinions survey site.  

Using Report Types 



R E P O R T  T Y P E S  A L L O W  V A R I O U S  W A Y S  T O  

 
 

This presentation demonstrates how you can use just 
a few of the report types available on the  
Counting Opinions Reports tool 

• Gather basic statistics 
• Look at trends in library data 
• Compare data for individual libraries 
 

T h e  r e p o r t s  t o o l  g i v e s  y o u  a c c e s s  t o  t h e  d a t a  
c o l l e c t e d  b y  t h e  S t a t e  L i b r a r y  v i a  t h e  

Public Libraries Survey (PLS) 
School Libraries Survey (SLS) 

If you are new to the Counting Opinions Reports tool, please see presentation: 
How to:  Access the reports tool & Create a report 

http://library.sd.gov/LIB/DEV/stats/CO-1-ReportsTool-HowTo.pdf


sd.countingopinions.com 



Table Report 

School librarians—
make sure you are in 

the School Library 
Survey Collection 

Table is the default 
Report Type. 



Table Report 

Provides a summary view of the data 

…and bar charts 



                                                   Table Report Use the Options tab in Reports Settings 
to add additional descriptive statistics. 

You can use 
Options with 

any report type. 



                            Trend Report 

These Period settings will show data for 
2009-2013. 



Trend Report 

Shows data across time periods 

…and bar charts 



                                                              Period Comparison Report 

These Period settings will compare data 
between 2009-2013. 



Period Comparison Report 

Shows the results for each 
period and the difference (gap) 

…graphs the differences (gap) 



Graph PI Report 

Uses two PIs for this graph—
this one makes a bar graph …the second PI 

overlays the graph 

PI = Performance 
Indicator = question(s) 

from the survey 



Graph PI Report 

This type of graph can 
help you see relationships 

between two PIs. 

Library 
or school 
district  
names 
would 
appear 
here. 



More report types you can 
experiment with 

PI Report  
Trend PI  

Summary 
Summary Graphs 

PI Gap 
Cross Tab 

Custom Format 
 

The Help prompt on the Counting Opinions website provides explanation of these reports. 

Have fun with 
these—you can’t 
break anything! 



C o n t a c t  t h e  S o u t h  D a k o t a  S t a t e  L i b r a r y  
D a t a  C o o r d i n a t o r  

Need assistance? 

Shawn Behrends 
shawn.behrends@state.sd.us 
800 Governors Drive 
Pierre  SD  57501 
605.773.3131, option 6 
 

T h e  r e p o r t s  t o o l  g i v e s  y o u  a c c e s s  t o  t h e  d a t a  
c o l l e c t e d  b y  t h e  S t a t e  L i b r a r y  v i a  t h e  

Public Libraries Survey (PLS) 
School Libraries Survey (SLS) 

mailto:shawn.behrends@state.sd.us
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